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Abstract: A keratinase-producing strain of Bacillus isolated from the alimentary tracts of snakes was classified as Bacillus cereus YSQOS.
The alkaline protease aprA gene (1194 bp) of this strain was studied by analyzing the genome and proteinase families of Bacillus cereus ATCC
14579, and the purified keratinase from Bacillus cereus YSQO8 was characterized. The aprA from Bacillus cereus YSQO8 was cloned,
optimized, and expressed in recombinant Pichia pastoris X33 for further studying its potential keratinase abilities. After 10-fold concentration,
the keratinolytic activity of the recombinant Pichia pastoris X33 was found to be 122.60 U/mL. The aprA protein displayed on the cell surface
of Pichia pastoris X33 showed higher keratinolytic activity of 295.78 U/g. The results of the characterization indicated that the optimum
conditions for the enzymatic reaction were pH 8.0 at 55 ‘C. The presence of Fe?* significantly increased the keratinase activity of the
recombinant aprA protein by 329.08%. The surface-displayed aprA protein was immobilized as a whole-cell catalyst; this had higher
thermostability at a lower cost of purification and recycling.
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TR SR AT YSQO8 MU AR EE BT AR I T AL
BN B RIS 2]. FEKERE B E.coli DHSa (JE[H]
ALK F- ¢80lacZAMI15 A (lacZYA-argF) U169 deoR
recAl endAl hsdR17 (rk-mk™) phoA supE44 A- thi-1
gyrA96 relA1), FHAEFIAON S8 B AV TR R
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BIO-RAD Laboratories-Segrate (Milan) Italy; 1% PCR
X, Takara 2A7]; JY-SCZ2 XU B FHEIKAE LKA,
OB BRI EHRAA.
1.1.4 35k

PFEREFREE: 100 mL K5 1.0 g B, 0.05
g NaCl, 0.006 g CaCl,, 0.01 g MgCl,, 0.14 g K,HPO,,
0.07 g KH,POyo

LB #5955 10 g JREAME, 5 g BEEHZHR, 10
gNaCl, ZEMH/KELAZ 1000 mL.

YPD 55574 1.0%EF BEEE, 2.0% 5 iR, 2.0%
HIEIHE

BMGY AR 75 1.0%BEHER), 2.0%H A
[, 1.34% YNB, 121 ‘CKH 20 min; 4x10°%44)%

G IEEERD, 100 mmol/L BB EE22 i (pH 6.0),

1.0%H .

1.2 F&

12.1 Bkt B ik

gt s, WE AEDMENED, ik
5.0% (V/V) R 100 mL P BHAREFRIEH, 37 C.
200 r/min B35 48 h, 2 RIEE NEY. HNE
WIE R, WRERREE 1. 107, 107, 107, 107,
107°, 10°, 107, 10 A1 10° Wkt J, 7EBIETlgRE 3
b 37 CHiFE 48 he MW ERIPARH, EHCHER
AN B BEAR IR 5y, PRECRERTE, T LB Biflghiandt
P BRI TP RIZR, 37 CHiFR 24 he EE LR
IR R =R, BEFEHRRIE. MRS MRE
71, ¥ PEfRRE S RAGRH T — R HIGE, B
100 mL P B AR 7R, T 37 CIERRRIR 1R,
SR B A 1 o
122 HAkRegzHA

FhFURAEREIR 37 “C. 200 r/min }353% 24 ho B 1.0
mL HBRIIAZIFER TR, 37 C. 200 t/min £537
48 ho FEFEE MR EARAE 3000 r/min. 4 CES.O 15
min, _IEVRH T EEE E E .
123 #4574 H YSQO8 DNA #9423

IEFE AT YSQO8 1EA PCR 4t (¥ dt ik
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AN - S A ZEROE TR LRI 4 DNA.
124 AEGBERLLEAL

F LB B53%347E 37 “C. 200 r/min 2504 F 57708
FEZFA B YSQO8 24 ho JE4GLYE/S7E 4 “C. 10000
r/min B0 o 7E 300 mL TCE B II BRI ER$ (1
FIEN 80%), (RAEER (AUTHE . FFITIEFHAMTE 20 mL
1) Tris-HC1 ZE1PiRH (pH 8.0), SRJGHENTISAE 4 C
BHATIENTALFE 3 W), FIH Sephadex G-75 #£/2HHE (2
cmx50 cm) HENTEILIENT AR S 1A B R,
fE P 4titk, A 50 mmol/L Tris-HCl 224
(pH 8.0)LA 1 mL/min FEiEIEATHERL, B 2 mL Pl
EE— RS, WIE MR NGNS, H Bradford V05E
B, A R 5 0 A & E R R AT
SDS-PAGE #&:ill .
12,5 BAE QB aprA LB 65 38 4o 1%

BT E ARSI RFIEX f B B R A T
. BEAEYE SR ORF Finder (BLASTP) Xif
Bacillus cereus ATCC 14579 AT {3 K 2H 7347 7] SEAlE
Eest b MEFRESEFAT I YSQO8 Hef il Atk R
FIBEATE B E R 1 A 7515 NP_832079.1).
TIEFE LA YSQO8 H115 21 aprA FEIH b Bt 5235
J7%5 (1194 bp) #47 PCR ¥ H4. aprA 1154 E.coR
1(5-CCGGAATTCATGAAGAACAAGATTATCGTTT
TCTTG-3")#1 aprA-Kpn 1(5-CGGGGTACCTTAAGAA
GCCTTGTTTTCTTGC-3") FF ik aprA JEH . {#
AR B B R IR S5 4L o 44 aprA BE[F DNA
A BRI TA 404K PMT19. B84 Rk L3 K
¥ # DHSa JFFEAEAE-20 C o FEJRIA aprA hRBLE
5 FERJRERE X33 — S %1, A% T2
i) S 2 DR K s RGRIE . TR aprA BRI ZRHE
R E IR A IR AREAT, 683 puCs7
Ak, 349 pUCST-aprA (op) HTEHAKIA.
12,6 #tEEGBE aprA B L EEE T 0
AL &S

WK 1 fizr, M pUCST7-aprA Cop) HiEE XU
Tl BN ALK pPICZaA-aprA (op) 5
pPICZaA-AGo/aprA (op) Hi 4 FIA ik 35 A0 21 2
BRI LR E.coli DH5a H, {5 100 pg/mL zeocin ]
LB “PARKG IR BIFHPE SO bE . K EERIERE X33
AAKAE YPD 553k, fEH A0 1.5kV, 50 pF,
186 Q F&AF TR L AL IR DI R ik B R I B

BHALITE 1.0 mol/L thALFEH 30 “CHE9%2 he
SRIEHER T 100 pg/mL Zeocin YPD L AL 35 flg s 9%
Ferdr 30 CH;9% 48 ho B EA R KM T BMGY 5555
£ (pH 7.5) 1, 30 C. 250 r/min £53#Z ODgo N

2.0~6.0. FEFREFHITELE 3000 t/min. 4 “CE5L> 5 min,
SRIGEHTRIFAES 1.0% (V/V) HliE BMMY H973E
(pH 7.5) ", HELLES AOX1 JAshT 96h, H24h
TR R 2R BN 1.0%.

7E 3000 r/min. 4 ‘CE§Cr 10 min 254 FUSCEE B
1t X33/pPIZaA-AGalaprA(op) 3 M ik AL T
i/ . H Tris-HCl 22 (pH 8.0) H &4/ %
ODyoo=1.0, TERLZEATF T IE f o GRS . & Be IR
X33/pPI1ZaA-aprA(op) 1 L iEHAEAH FEIE LT 250
W&, —IH7E 10000 r/min, 4 CHIERTE. SHHAML
(Yt A7 FH B R e DL B L VA T W0 Ak, R
N A B I kAl

EcoR1 aprA(©P)  gpn

X

rep(pMBI)

cloned
pUC57-aprA(op) l form

genome
aprA

3904 bp optimized

bla(APn)
enzyme
digested

5'AOX1

Promoter EM7
Promoter TEFI A0XITT

pPICZoA-aprA(op)
5740 bp

xva1 AGa Sac Il

B 1 aprA ERFTIARRHIETRIE
Fig.1 Construction of recombinant plasmids for expression of
aprA
127 A% & BaliE g
B EAMAE Tris-HC 2200 (pH 1EM 7.5)
FRIE IR N 1.0% (m/V), FFRAAS . 2.0 mL
AR EERCS 1.0 mL KA 8 AEEBRRAE 55 C/KIRRE
% 30 min. M EEHJEH 2.0 mL. 10%(m/V) =& LR
& IR, 3000 r/min. 4 “C 0y 10 min. _F 21
W) 0.45 pm B PERISSE, SLUERT ODygo NlE
HWROE . BEBISEAETS, BOGEEHI 0.01 & 3Ch
1 MRS TERAL U
1.2.8 aprA A F %) # & @ B4 SDS-PAGE
5 H7F= Western blotting 47
A E B S aprA K W) PR A A
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Laemmli®™ ) 75547+ e SE 00 R0 - 58 T4 44 P et
IR (12% (m/V) IR . MK, EHB
2R Imf LM (PVDF) B, 7R EMBL 1:1000
HHAWRH TS BUAZERE . H PBS R (pH 7.4) iUk
Bt o BRIR A STREBUAM AP, 1gG (H+L) 34T
Western blotting A3l .
1.2.9 pH FRExt A &G Bid M Fadd g 4y
EAG

RIT 50 mmol/L WK E-ATHFIREN (pH 5.0~7.0)
Tris-HCI ¥ (pH 7.5~8.5) FI'H &#2-NaOH AW (pH
9.0~10.0) HIAE pH {EXAH H /K AEE T HI 20 o
40 C~75 C (BREEA 5 °C) RFTIRFEN 2R AR
PERISZI . 7E 65 'C FM 6 h 3] 24 h IR 7T HFasE txt
BT IR . SRJGAE 55 °C, pH {H 7.5 2414 FALFE 30
min JEETRR A EEBEEGE . RSZATAT AL EE
PEEN 100%, SFACEEEE S5 2 5, T HAH
W& o
1210 &8 5 T A& @ By 4| 7| 2 B 7% M9
G

—MEEHE T (Na', KD, “HEEMET1
(Ca™. F&’. Zn™". Mg, Cu*". Mn*". Co*". Ni*"
A Ba™) M=MERHET (F) WRINEIR MK R
PRI B B P B PRS2 o IR F SR A
(PMSF), 4 —f%M % (EDTA), HEHM
(DMSO), p-3i% W (pf-Me), + hiFkhifReN
(SDS), i 20 F1 Triton X-100, HEE, ZEE, A
g, BATR 2.1, 7N idE = SRR 2.1 (CTAB)
SR EBEDEIR, 30 "CBL30 min PRTUN A I
ARG B2  7E 55 °CpH {H 7.5 51 FALEE 30 min
W 5E R AR 1 R B T
1211 HIELT0AT

BRI 5 BRI S SRR Excel #4774k
H, G RRAOEARE I .

2 HBRG5SH
21 FARABMENNFALETMAZA
By 4 Ak 25 R A

£ 37 °C. 200 t/min 5515~ , 7EK% 48 h 3557
i BE B PR ARAS BRI R YSQO8 (K 2).
JEId 16S rDNA 1545 bp JBUIRIE, BPE YSQO8 #i %
SENUEREZEUAT I . 45 R BRI RE SR AT B YSQO8
5 Bacillus cereus ATCC 14579 (NCBI Reference
Sequence: NR_074540.1) [RVEMER =, JEHIFLER
99.8%. 32 h 3577/ ISR A Mg E P ER =1, O 152.20
U/mL. R 2R B B 80%BRIREA T IS, I
W HIEAT 4 “CiENT 3 ho 7E Sephadex G-75 #:_ X FiEHT
WOIEAT B - Sephadex G-75 K £ 85 1 BRE A i 28

(FE3) RBH, 19 F1 27 2 ) IR E =2 R E I S
Pt (20648 Umg). BHTRAAMLIG, & AR
AEEE S 4.69 %, FIREIESE 29.95% (K 1),
SDS-PAGE faill &7, 26 MR g R— AN —
(K12 45 ku FK A1

&
Ogege
Oh 8h 16h 24h 32h 48h

B 2 SEHESFTRATE YS08 FEMENIEMR
Fig.2 Feather degradation of B. cereus YSQOS8 for 48 h at 37 ‘C

with shaking in feather medium

’,éT 180 -e-Protein concerntration | 300

5 160 -=-Keratinase activity 1250 5‘75
2 140} =
Z =)
£ 120t 1200 %
£ 100} 150 &
5 sof e
=1 ~
S 60f 4100 =
£ 40t 5
8 =]
2 450 &
£ 20r =~

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Fraction Number
5] 3 #BEGIK Sephadex G-75 EATSHT
Fig.3 Gel filtration of Sephadex G-75 of crude enzyme fraction

precipitated with 80% ammonium sulfate

R 1 SEAESFIEATE YSQ08 = A EEBRVAE AR N
Table 1 Analysis and purification of the keratinase produced by B. cereus YSQ08

s B &8 /mg BBEE/U ¥ A5 87%/(U/mg protein)  BKE/Y%  HAE(1E4)
HLA &6 B 896.40 39504.20 44.07 100.00 1.00
FEGAEAL FE(80%) 204.10 19027.90 93.23 48.17 2.12
Sephadex G-75 57.30 11831.50 206.48 29.95 4.69
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22 HFRATE YSQO8 B4 B | B aprA K

A & 2 1

— 2000
aprA

_—
(1194 bp) ——1000

—750
—500

— 250

— 100

& 4 aprA PCR FEHIRVERKEER
Fig.4 Electrophoresis of aprA PCR product

J£: M 3 DNA Marker DL2000; Sample 1~3 4 aprA 37
#) PCR =4,

P 4 ol RE AT B YSQOS FE[KIZH DNA 1 £
HEEBG aprA gl 1194 bp Fr BURTHIIKEE R 78150
FHH, BEREZEURT B YSQO8 aprA FERHE S R
7 B Al RE 2 HO AT B ATCC 14579 (7315 .
np_832079.1) Bl A HAT 99.8%[RIVEE . R4
FEARBERE X33 BRI, MR O AT R
YSQO8 Bt FIBEIREL aprA R, 24k )G a3y
FiEM 8L (Codon Adaptation Index, CAI) #& =7
0.83.aprACop) 7 T F|] pPICZaA F1 pPICZaA-Aga
BT /I B SRIS AR T e /R BUARIE o« 3 45 RIS IE
ANRIE TR IIF T o

23 EAWMME AW aprA EFEAE KRB

X33ty ik

pPICZaA-aprA(op) 1 pPICZaA-AGa/aprA(op)
WEReRBE A ME AN, (HrmRRIAMER R
INRIEMERRRKZER . NRYIRIE, W R
X33/pPICZaA-aprA(op) 3 1& H 2 i F1 5 Iy I
X33/pPICZaA-AGa/aprA(op)idifT SDS-PAGE HLiik 7
Mro Sl BRIA M B A BPE R S aprA 83T 10 F5
ARSI — 2520 45 ku AT (B 5). 4 72 h HIEE
FES)E, HEAHEREERE X33-pPICZaA-aprA (op)ffik
1 R 1 fe Rk 21 122.60 U/mL.

H AR X33-pPICZaA-AGa/aprA(op) T
JRETR PR R 1 0 L i s () el P A 1 Bl A B e
figiditt. SDS-PAGE #l western-blotting Z7x, ZRIHIfE
TN B T T PR B BT — A2 93 ku (1B 17

BEREPEIA$) 295,78 U/g T4HME, (HAE LIGHH A
RIMERENE. SRR, BYEER A aprA FRITERE
BREAHMSR T s 20h (8] 5) . AHMIER I e I B 2H 0
AR A e 203 A B TR A S AT AR E

a

concentrated original
1 2 MCKICK2 1 2

170—
130 — —

95— -
72—

55—

. aprA(op)
43—
34—

26—

170— o
130 — e
95— AGu/aprA(op) )

72—

55— -

5 EEFREER = EE MR EEE aprA B SDS-PAGE B3N
RAEENTIRE
Fig.5 SDS-PAGE analysis and western blotting of recombinant
aprA produced by P. pastoris
E: Ba¥, M: FiE&E 4T E marker 170 ku~10 ku;

X33/ pPICZaA-aprA (op) #9i%-5£3& = 4; Concentrated 1~2:
R4 10 425 49 X33/ pPICZaA-aprA (op) #9% SEREFY., B
b ¥, M: TRE%EE45FF marker 170 ku~10 ku; CK: X33/

aprA (op) #9FF KL =Y.
24 RRAE G EFELAE G BN

t

7 pH 5.0~10.0 M€ i pH, RJER RIRAEL A R
IR 7 Wb B B 1 I RN 3R T R s B AR B A R AE
40 ‘C~75 CIERIERE. WK 6 Fias, KRIRAIAH
BRI EEAH AR B LR A& IR 55 CL#E 60 C
BIEA R G E R R A TE (390%).

K 7 R, R aprA. 578 aprA FIZRTH &
N aprA RIS )R EBEOE RN pH B 8.0,
755395 228.33 U/mL. 146.28 U/mL A1 257.41 U/mL.
M pH AL IARAE ] LA, KT f7R Y aprA FRIEM)
FEABEARR pH GRS E RS ol
A aprA I8 1A 1 B RS E MR Ay, (RS AL
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i RAM aprA TERPEISE RS M 235 v TR I
R, RARA SR ARG AT AASZ 3 1) pH B, M pH 7.5
2| 10 BHEILE 150 U/mL £ 4.

300 + -~ Wild type aprA

—m- Secretory expressed aprA
—&- Surface diplayed aprA

250 -

200 -

150 -

100 -

50

Keratinase activity / (U/mL)

035 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80

Temperature / 'C

& 6 IREEXTRIAE aprA\ 53ihBY aprA FIRERRE aprA =Ff
HFEFILH FHEO SRS
Fig.6 Effect of temperature on the keratinase activity of wild
type aprA, secreted aprA, and surface-displayed aprA encoded
protein

SN LRSI A (PMSF). £ Y 212
(EDTA). —HFEIFHK (DMSO). -3k 2% (f-Me)-
T REAIREN (SDS). M 20, Triton X-100.
BE. OB, RARE. CROBE. CHEMT7Rkidk =
JLIRALEE (CTABD S8, 7£ 30 'C RS 30 min
SRAIT LA T A BREVERIRE R, SRS TR AR Y
I REAEAH R S S 26 T AT 3R 2 YEBA<E R B AN
PS030} R R RO S . Fe® R IN T DA 3 B
RIRT A EE AR A B A fy AR ARG E, SRR o
(R 2 I BRG E T B 329.08%. JX R, Fe?'n]
e AR TR M R R RE 1 . Fe™ T AR R AR

HEFRETE O E T, BEE RS IR 2 A idasE
B THF, (AR S BEAT s 3 — 25 B L 1,
Fe' VA R RHEEI, X RE A 10 A R
HHHIVER . Ca®". Zn®". Na™ Ml Mn® %} 5 G
T TR . Mg® . Cu?'. KT Co® il Ba> %t
IR AR B RS R 40%~60% . IEAh,
Ni*F0 Hg” 4 R aprA FIAHIEEFIEA R aprA
FIL I 90%IMIBERG « W13 3 Pos, 2201 85 R
i35 PMSF 5 4 1 i) = Fh 525 R 3R 0K IO g (10 ¥ 1k
CTAB. ZJi5. 5. DMSO. EDTA Al SDS X #
IR HIBE S MRS L 50%. — LA HLVAI 0 F
BN 21, OREH T RIR aprA FNEAT aprA Rk
B RITE o RN, aprA FIEMIEET] AL R T L2
HEH.
300 -&- Wild type aprA

- Secretory expressed aprA
250 - —A- Surface diplayed aprA

200
150 -
100 -

50 -

Keratinase activity / (U/mL)

B 7 pH XTRIABY aprA. 733bEY aprA FRERREL aprA =4
EFEFIAH FHEOEEETERSN
Fig.7 Effect of pH on the Kkeratinase activity of wild type aprA,

secreted aprA, and surface-displayed aprA encoded protein

*2 eRETIAEREEMTRIZE
Fig.2 Feather degradation of B. cereus YSQO8 for 48 h at 37 “C with shaking in feather medium

2EET  REMM  RREAEQEBEREEEY Gk RIA B O B IR A B /Y AERET R R QBERIEE/ %
Fe' 5 114.90+13.72 40.01£2.39 58.13+3.83
Fe?' 5 256.913.52 131.94-18.92 329.08+6.72
Ca*' 5 92.91+2.44 105.79+£19.21 93.05+13.29
Zn** 5 94.32+42.05 99.97+8.09 105.88+2.03
Mg** 5 98.50+2.41 62.46+9.41 61.01+2.07
Cu** 5 85.82:+1.87 41.62+1.28 54.00+2.42
K* 5 116.25+3.31 91.91+3.89 89.66+5.15
Na* 5 102.032.42 99.81+3.63 98.86+6.94
Mn?* 5 98.10+2.30 84.58+20.89 95.97+1.96
Co** 5 79.48+2.56 52.44+13.38 58.36+2.64
Ni?* 5 17.38+2.77 3.09+3.71 0.00-£0.00
Ba®" 5 110.16+2.71 33.14+8.00 39.50+3.32
Hg>" 5 13.1145.96 22.26+6.29 1.9742.77
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&3 ALEFIXAEREEERE

Fig.3 Gel filtration of Sephadex G-75 of crude enzyme fraction precipitated with 80% ammonium sulfate

A A R R BB QBRATE Y, kAR EOBRRIE Y Ad T RO B AEE %
DMSO 50% (V/V) 100.14+3.08 35.08+£6.59 37.44+3.84
EDTA 5 mM 18.88+8.86 50.75+2.24 71.31+8.86
EDTA 10 mM 6.83+8.61 38.83+3.26 53.56+8.27
SDS 1% (m/V) 45.95+5.61 38.33+£3.32 16.15+£5.19
SDS 5% (m/V) 54.02+2.04 36.39+2.40 10.45+4.14
Tween-20 5% (V/V) 171.80+5.66 130.22+30.54 134.84+12.64
[-Me 5mM 158.81+5.51 167.81+21.58 106.71+4.59
Wz 50% (V/V) 51.72+6.18 72.61£5.35 62.27£5.18
)3 50% (V/V) 87.47+£5.49 86.47+6.80 81.79+8.50
FRBE 50% (V/V) 11.95+2.33 28.97+6.21 38.33+7.13
LBR LEE 50% (V/V) 18.67+10.17 111.17+£2.16 137.35+6.65
ThE 50% (V/V) 2.594+5.35 8.06+£3.87 2.20£1.51
PMSF 5mM 0.00+0.00 0.00+£0.00 0.00£0.00
TritonX100 10% (V/V) 177.67£15.07 200.17+£3.50 161.52+3.15
CTAB 25 mM 11.41+2.47 24.17+4.21 33.49+6.48
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