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Metabolic Reconstruction of Pichia pastoris for f-Carotene Biosynthesis

LI Yanru, ZHANG Xinying, LIANG Shuli’
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Abstract: Efficient f-carotene biosynthesis was achieved by reconstructing the metabolic network of Pichia pastoris.
The synthesis pathway was established through heterologous expression of geranylgeranyl diphosphate synthase (CrtE),
lycopene cyclase/phytoene synthase (CrtYB), and phytoene desaturase (Crtl) in the GS115 strain. Systematic gene screening
and dosage optimization led to the development of the high-yield recombinant strain G04B, which produced 309.49 mg/L
(21.71 mg/g dry cell weight [DCW]) of f-carotene. Further, based on this result, f-carotene synthesis efficiency was
significantly improved by enhancing the mevalonate pathway, optimizing nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate
hydrogen supply, and overexpressing lipid synthesis-related genes. The optimized strain achieved a yield of 366.55 mg/L
(24.34 mg/g DCW) under shake-flask conditions and 6.15 g/L. (49.16 mg/g DCW) in a 5 L fermenter. The Together, the results
demonstrated that optimizing the enzyme pathway, tuning gene dosage, and regulating lipid metabolism are effective
strategies for increasing f-carotene production in P. pastoris, providing a foundation for natural terpenoid synthesis
engineering.
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Table 1 Strains used in this study

A IR ik
KA # TOP10 F’ ARALAIRAF BARALEE LR
BB GS115 AR LR AN
GEBII AX Mk pHKA-XdCrtE-XdCrtYB-XdCrtl-GS115
GEBI2 AX Mk pHKA-XdCrtE-XdCrtYB-BtCrtl-GS115
GEBI3 AT M pHKA-XdCrtE-SpCrtYB-XdCrtl-GS115
GEBI4 AT pHKA-XdCrtE-SpCrtYB-BtCrtl-GS115
GEBI5 AT My pHKA-TmCrtE-XdCrtYB-XdCrtl-GS115
GEBI6 RI M2 pHKA-TmCrtE-XdCrtYB-BtCrtI-GS115
GEBI7 AT ME pHKA-TmCrtE-SpCrtYB-XdCrtI-GS115
GEBIS AT pHKA-TmCrtE-SpCrtYB-BtCrtl-GS115
GEBI9 AXAE pHKA-PaCrtE-XdCrtYB-XdCrtl-GS115
GEBI10 R M E pHKA-PaCrtE-XdCrtYB-BtCrtl-GS115
GEBI11 ARSI pHKA-PaCrtE-SpCrtYB-XdCrtl-GS115
GEBI12 AIAE pHKA-PaCrtE-SpCrtYB-BtCrtl-GS115
GO4E AI M pZACH-XdCrtE-GEBI4
G04B AXAE PZACH-SpCrtYB -GEBI4
G041 AR AMIE pPZACH-B!CrtI-GEBI4
GO4EBI AX A& PZACH-XdCrtE-SpCrtYB-BtCrtI-GEBI4
G04BH R A pZACH-HMGR-G04B
GO4BI AL E pZACH-IDI-G04B
GO4BHI AX M pZACH-HMGR-IDI-G04B
GO4BP AX M IE pZACH-POS5-G04B
G04BZ AXAE pZACH-ZWFI1-G04B
G04BPZ AR pZACH-POS5-ZWF1-G04B
G04BS AR PZACB-Sre-G04B
G04BO AL E pZACB-OLE2-G04B
G04BSO RI M pZACB-Sre-OLE2-G04B

113 #HRK

LB. YPD. MD. BMGY. BMMY 2% 5% 3% %t J7 H:
Bl 7715275 3 H Invitrogen 2 7] I SEAREE BERIA T -
LBK PUiE ik Fi: 76 LB K593 BN 2% (m/V)
R R AN R N 100 pg/mL (RIS E =, 1%
e 4450 J5 8P B LBLZ B PE v P #: LB 85 3%
Fd NaClyg¥, IR0 2% (m/V) 35168 Al 28 R
BIREE N 25 pg/mL I RE R, 8 %3 55 HTF
#R; LBLB ek 4. LB B3R %EH NaCl Jik-Y,
FHMAN 2% (m/V) BEREK I8 S E N 100 pg/mL
MK 2, RESRIBIE G YPDZ [ER- P77
e fE YPD BEgREEHINA 2% (m/V) BEfEH FI& i
IR 100 pg/mL FIEERE R, 18RI 5 Ja H1 PR

1.14 EZZMELRE

Waters 2689-2489 = 2 ¥ #H €4 3 41X, Waters 2
Al 5 JI200A HL T3 RF, LA G&G HL 1K
FHIRZAE] ; DNP-9082 A IEE KT 7748, LIERg %
S TR A 7] MSC-3000 1HIRIE A1, HiM B
BACEAT IR AT ZQZY-CF8V B, _LifganE i ss
AR T ; Mini-PROTEAN Hiykf#, Bio-Rad A7 ;
EPS 300 FIKAY, Bl REERHEABRA R MZE LAY,
Bio-Rad /A #]; NanoDrop 1000 T8 48 #8736 e FE it
Thermo 2~ &) ; Tanon 1600 4= B #h EhS &% 14 73 H
1%, Eppendorf 2~ ] ; ETC811 J: R4 38 4%, L=
A MR A BR A 7] ; DK-8D fE IR KIB4R, ifEks
FER R ZHRAF .
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7E NCBI £ 4 2 1 3815 3 # CreE Bf§ (XdCrE.
PaCrtE. TmCrtE) ; 2 F CrtYB [ (XdCrtYB.
SpCrtYB) ; 2 ¥ Crtl B (XdCrel. BtCrel) 1] & %
FR Y51 CRARYFE BRIE R 20, B 7 olisfd %
BAEMBIHER AT, SR EL TGS
#| pPICZA t., 43 5l J& f pPICZA-CrtE. pPICZA-
CrtYB Fl pPICZA-Crtl JFi ki o

L pHKA-XdCrtE-XdCrtYB-XdCrtl Ji i #4 %
Rl S re g SRR & kL. A Bglll Al BamHI
%} pPICZA- XdCrtE, pPICZA-XdCrtYB, pPICZA-
XdCr FiRLBEAT XY, 133 XdCrtE. XdCrtYB
XdCrtl F PR FRIE G B, RIS R P A o) 844 ot
ki pHKA-VIP AT WG] 4 H 1 7 B XdCreE J&
R ik & 5 BRI AT R, 19 B3R 8 4k pHKA-
XdCrtE. SRIGMENRIEGTRL : 44 XdCrtYB B
KiLEHZ BamH 1 B V] )5 1) pHKA-XdCriE %4z,
3 3| % 7k pHKA-XdCrtE-XdCrtYB. )5 & = H. %
EERPIIAE . O XdCrtl R R L& 5% BamH
1 fi§ V) J5 ) pHKA-XdCrtE-XdCrtYB i 4%, 15 3| #
& pHKA-XdCrtE-XdCrtYB-XdCrtl. % K 11 ™NH &
%) 2 20 Joi Rr 1 44 2 U7 ¥ 5 pHKA-XdCrtE-XdCrtYB-
XdCrtl #3712 48 [ .

* 2 FAARPERARIFRERCRE, CrtYBFCrtl
Table 2 Heterologous modules CrtE, CrtYB and Crtl used in

this study
Name of Microbial Called in this

CrtE/CrtYB/Crtl source study
XdCrtE X.dendrorhous CrtEl
TmCrtE Taxus X media CrtE2
PaCrtE Pananatis CrtE3

XdCrtYB X.dendrorhous CrtYB1

SpCrtYB S.pararoseus CrtYB2
XdCrtl X.dendrorhous Crill
BtCrtl B.trispora Crtl2

122 3HNB-PAF | FomELKRBKRAAK

HRE A BN

1221 Z¥ VIS M RE ISR IE R E AR 2
18 FH ok B2 R DU SR e An 10 O A PR pZACH

VR et mRIE TR FH PRI 4 D) g

Eco72 1. Not 1 [A] I X} # & pZACH F1 & H i) 5
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Fr B XdCrtE. SpCrtYB Al BtCrtI [¥] J5i Ki pPICZA-
XdCrtE. pPICZA-SpCrtYB F1 pPICZA-BtCrtl it 47
XUBEYL, W) RS R, 19 BRIk Bk
pZACH-XdCrtE. pZACH-SpCrtYB Al pZ ACH-B(Crtl.
AR AL GORL . FH BRI ] TG Bl T X #8044
PZACH-XdCrtE Jii R AT 5LE), B U174 2 W 12
o il FHBR 1l 14 P VD BE Bl A BamHI %} pPICZA-
SpCrtYB JFURL 34T XUEE VI, f [BIUAS B SpCreYB
IR & B W W38k 5 v BOdk AT i, 15
F| %1k pZACH-XdCrtE-SpCrtYB. % )5 & # ik & i
W FH PR 1% 4 1) BglIT X % /& pZACH-
XdCrtE-SpCrtYB Ji KL AT S EE 1), B V) 7= 4 2
1% 4k, FH Bglll A1 BamHI Wi %} pPICZA-BtCrtl J5i i
BEAT Y], R BIUSCAS ) BrCrel 3 N R I8 & F B
F W ok 5 Bodi AT I, 13 23044 pZACH-
XdCrtE-SpCrtYB-BtCrtl . ¥ B FRAGH8RAR v #E4T B itk
AR ICIEIA R, AT REAS 1HEAT 2 45 DL -1 b
REMIBRERPI SN,
1222 ARBHAEFEAA BAA 14

FAith, £ NCBI #4% & 113843 HMGR. IDI,
POS5. ZWFI. Sre fl OLE2 MifM& M T 5, /7
FIIEAEERVEMRH AR AR, & ER%ETR
15 %4 3] pPICZA L, 533K i pPICZA-HMGR,
pPICZA-IDI. pPICZA-POSS5. pPICZA-ZWFI.
pPICZA-Sre I pPICZA-OLE2 Jii ¥i. 5 pZACH-
XdCrtE- SpCrtYB WAL 8 T V535 40k, A0 F 19k 22
R PUIEIH G AR D 3 BURL pZACH 1E R EUE, B
Je Al H Eco721 A1 Notl XUEGVI3RAS H 125 B Rk
&, R I A f PR IK L IUR B AR Ak SRR
(I Py 32850 B3 Bk, 49 31 3R 3k K pZACH-HMGR.
pZACH-IDI. pZACH-HMGR-IDI. pZACH-POSS5.
pZACH-ZWF1 1 pZACH-POSS-ZWFI. 1§ ] K ¥
R PUME IR bR TR pZACB 1E N34k, dHad iy
B R IA B IR B R Ak B TURL I IR 38 A B, 15
F| & ik # Ak pZACB-Sre. pZACB-OLE2 Fl pZACB-
Sre-OLE?2,

123 THBE T ARMNEBAEMRL R

1.2.3.1  A[FEIZEFERIEA-5HE b KA Rk PR AL 8
TR TG 77

F Kpn21 ¥ 12 /NS [R) 2H 4 0 5 21 5 kL pHKA-
CrtE-CrtYB-Crtl 2k M4k, HL ¥ % GS115 B2 BF & %2
UM, WRATFAIR ) MD g AR, PR EE T
30 CREFEF T TR 2~4 d. SRJE X PR R I REE
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T AT B 7% PCR %558, 3R13 520 ¥ BF TR 18 bk
GEBI2~GEBI12. #kHUBH 4 b 78 T2 &
95 mL ) BMGY #5738, B TR 30 C, #%
T 250 r/min PEPRHESFE 24 h /e 47, L ODgy N 1 5%
% 25 mL BMMY 1, B FHEE 30 C, #i#E
250 r/min FE R 5T, BEEIRG 24 hFUIN o=1% B EE.
1.2.3.2  Z¥UE-THE b2 A B pRATAQ U 420
ARG 2 S BRI R T 35 5%

ZM8123.1 W57, K E AR pZACH-XdCrE,
pZACH-SpCrtYB. pZACH- BiCrtl F1 pZACH-XdCrtE-
SpCrtYB-BtCrtl %% %5 GEBI 1, 15 3| GO4E. GO04B.
G041 HI GO4EBI B #. K ¥ 4H it ki pZACH-HMGR.
pZACH-IDI. pZACH-HMGR-IDI. pZACH-POSS5.
PZACH-ZWF1. pZACH-POS5-ZWF1. pZACB-Sre.
PZACB-OLE2 F1 pZACB-Sre-OLE2 Hi¥% % GO4B 1, 15
F| GO4BH. GO04BI. G04BHI. GO4BP. G04BZ.
GO4BPZ. G04BS. GO4BO Fl GO4BSO B #k. Fh H 4
SE IEF IR PR3 4 7 HEAT 120 h (RRIH A% .
124 B-3F [ ZREGLN 5T
1.24.1 B-tHE MERFFEE

KA ML A BOE S A AR B R ) p- A 2

Mg, BEAJ5EN: (D) B2 mL FIERRT 2 mL

BOED, WIEREO2min 53 L Q) Kl
DU EFRIFAE 1 mL 19 3N (3 mol/L) HCl1H', 7E
WA N 3 min, AAEAEVKE TR 3 min,
IRZ5PEF 10 000 r/min &0 2 min J5 7 13F 5 (3)
A1 mL ZIRKPE B2 — ), HEAGT
10 000 r/min B0 2 min 53¢ BIF s (4) R4 E 8
BIFE ImL AR, JFIRIE S min. HWREFZAMET
10 000 r/min 2.0 2 min 5, K LiEHEEE 2 mL
(1) Eppendorf % /1. 7538 XU ¥ 18 8 A &R L
TEWRALE 40 C R 8K ; (5) LIRS (3) fil (4) &
SRR, EERER ARG JRRE
BORE R ZET, H 1| mL A EEFE 5 EBE R, AR
J& F0.22 pm B HLIE IS JEAE & R IR
BE W L35 U B Z A €1 2 mL WEBHE 25 B 5 3R AR O
W, B N EAE 20 CASERRE P R Bt E T
HPLC #0747
1.2.42  B-8A% bR 5 Hr

7F Waters 2695 % 5| HPLC £ % b iE {75

N2 E M R B AT, A Amethyst C18-H #F

(4.6x150 mm, 5 pm, Sepax Technologies, Inc.) [f]
S M T RO €3 (SHIMADZU LC-20 AT), 3H

UV/VIS ##$1E 470 nm ALAGIME 5. FRshH IR
A :90%(V/V) ZIEKER (HPLC ) 5 #71 B :
FEE - SRR (3:2, V/V, HPLC 2%0). B e ifs
FF o4 (1) 0~15 min: 100% (V/V) & 10% (V/V)
B 22 PR 0% (VYD) 22 90% (V/V) 1 28R
(2)16~30 min : 10%CV/V) 22 AT 90%( V/V)
HI 2 (3) 31~35min : 10% (V) & 100% (V)
) B 22 P PORT 90% CV/V) 28 0% (V/V) 1 28 ik
P 1.0 mL/min fUEE, FEIR 40 C 24 T MRS .
BEFEARFRAE A 20 pl.
1.2.43  S-BHE bR bRk 6

F 93 B RV AREL 2.4 mg (4 - 5% b 25 i ¥
T 10 mL R, EEE AR S AR, AR EE
A% 20mL, bR ERET A 120 pg/mL ; AR
BB BHEAT 20 4. 8. 16 5 MIBEFERRE, SRJEHR
i HPLC %5 el 7 108 52 b it R SO0 5 b A ik P 2
R R, AR HE y=53 846+26 123 200x,
R=0.999 85, y ARG, x RFEHR M -TAZE B
RN (B 1. BRI S 7 ik4%
M8 1.2.4.2 flrik.

y=-53 846+26 123 200x
R=0.999 85

3000 000 -
2500 000
2000 000 -

=)
< 1500000 -
1000 000 -
500 000 -

OT 1 1 1 1 1 1
0.00 0.02 0.04 006 008 0.10 0.12

p-Carotene standard concentration / (mg/mL)

B 1 p-#A% DRI &

Fig.1 Standard curve of f-carotene

125 ZARAY M EMEIRARS LARHES
1.2.5.1  REEM-FIEIHI %

FEHC YPD PR F K2R 8 b AR K R 4T ) B B
HEVK, B EAAE K 25 mL YPD 1, HFET
30 CHERH, 250 t/min %614 T 4597 36 h, % YPD
T L B T B b T TR A 5% B LU i E
160 mL YPD A5 7% 3E 1 500 mL =i, JF&E
T30 ‘CHEIRH, 250 vmin 257F F357220h, {fEASL
R B GE 2 R I o Y0
1.2.5.2  EEZHPERERRS LA TEGEH % B R 7=

B 1 IR I B B R T 003% 8% (V) HIBERh B

145



MR B

Modern Food Science and Technology

2025, Vol.41, No.4

Flas 5 L A WU PE 8 XL B RE A, T IR H T
HERBE IR (WG REFREEAF N 2 L) H itk 37
BB T - AH 25% (m/V) HIMRE K pH
R EEHILE 5.5, WA (DO) 4EHF1E 30%~60% 75X
WA, RSN 30 C, WE DO S HkE
Beah, P R R % N 200 r/min, EIRBEA
1 200 r/min, B EEE N2 m’/(m*h), &EE %6
7E 0~0.025 MPa. £j DO ¥ T} % 80% 7= S A A& LA
by FRERTIN 50% (m/V) Hi. BEJE3EH 0o
HEAMBIBTBL, 25 8 25% (m/V) HIKRE0K
VI pH (EFEHITE 5.5, 33k 1815 H- vl 9t 8 A 9 4
(DO) ZEFFTE 30%~40% == SR, RFEEEHIN
30 'C, PEEHEEE AN 1 000~1 200 r/min, B &
WE N2 m'/(m™h), HE K% HE 0~0.025 MPa. 2
Y1 125 B ODyg 14 3] 230~250, 452 1 Hr o, 4%
DO FJIREET 2 80% =S M A LA _ER, Seilikid
1 h, RIEHFEHEANENE R WSS
BUAMEEHIR . fEH 25% (m/V) BIREKK
pH EFEHITE 6.0, T HFEEFREMSERA (DO 4iFF
1E 20%~30% = SNVEFNE, HEETHIN 25 °C, Wbtk
JHBLE N 1000~1 200 /min, HSEBEN 2 vwvm, G
JEFEHIFE 0.05~0.10 MPa. HIEES T 120 h J5 45 K% .
12,6 HIFELRITHHT

/> E A B BRI R R B =K, IR ODgo
WEF p-FA% b 2= E W E =APAT, HURE
NPATHER P IME, FRZ LR R R W 2 .

2 FER5NL

21 p-HE DERREASRBREME

b S ARG N S YA B e g B P
XdCrtE. XdCrtYB. XdCrtl, it 4y 1 50 [ )5 13k
5 & 41 i B pHKA-XdCrtE-XdCrtYB-XdCrtl. i R
il 1% N VTG Kpn21 28V 4k & 21 )5 ki pHK A-XdCreE-
XdCrtYB-XdCrtl 3% p-#H38 b 3G itk R 8 5 3 B
IREERE HIS A1 3, RIS B-HHE b= FIEG s
121 GEBII Hikk.

PRHCBH 1 e AT AT R 7, WA 2a PR,
KW 120 h J5, X IR GS115-9K (B 4= # GS115
Bk L2 N pPICOK i ki) AFL A, GEBII Hk
R, DR A0 R A RE R AR AT RE A -

NERA R WIE 2b Frax, B I AR 2 B
W B-THEE NERFAY), K 120 h i E A E Rk g- 1S
NERE N 91.38 mg/L (7.72 mg/g DCW). 45i&
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B 2¢ P e 45 R K B 2d A KR, 40k R
BERIEI B-51% D 2 & BRIk K] L Th 7E He 7R e B v 7
WARIE, HARIK p-TE N3 HABAT M BRI B
MIEFAEK, H - MR EARHER.

a

AU

0.08- 11

AU
g
=)
=

0'00 T 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0 24 6 81012 1416 1820 2224 26 2830 3234
t/ min

M f-carotene(mg/g)
[ f-carotene(mg/L)

o
=)

1100

160

{40

f-carotene production /
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WAL, FRGRHEET CrE. CreB 1 Cril
5 IR T ) A4 G 7 1P s R )G A5 400 L 5 8 2K 3 )
BRI, A ST HLE T RS F A AR IR
Crt FEPR A G RMAL p-#HEE MR G HOEE. BRI
H JEHCL N B FERIE AT H A AL . CrE B R
vk KRR (Xanthophyllomyces dendrorhous) KR
) XdCrtE. "¢ B IR CIKE (Pantoea ananatis) 3K
VB[] PaCrtE VL % 2 W 21 G 42 (Taxus X media)
KAVF ) TmCreE 3 CreYB i A0 45 411 I T BE SR U5 1)
XdCrtYB A1 # #u % (Sporidiobolus pararoseus)
K ) SpCreYB 5 Crel B G145 2115 K 1 BF R U5 1
XdCrtl =45 H1 KW (Blakeslea trispora) FJi
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RO BB . KA N R A BURTRINE D,
CrtYB 1) )\ 3 41 3= A s PE A A6 5 1> GGPP
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Fig.3 The comparison of f-carotene production of

different recombinant yeast strain
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Table 3 Construction of strains with different gene copy

numbers
Strains Overexpressed genes
GEBI4 CrtE+CrtYB+Crtl
GO4E CrtE+CrtYB+Crtl+CrtE
G04B CrtE+CrtYB+Crtl+CrtYB
G041 CrtE+CrtYB+Crtl+Crtl

GO4EBI(2copies-EBI) CrtE+CrtYB+Crtl+CrtE+CrtYB+Crtl

1) P VR A2 ) S 1 B O SR AR T P TR
HWE/E GEBI4 ffJEfili 38 g-#H 30 |~ A ik A
F&E. LA GO4E BRI ], 784k pZACH
fFE R F A 2 5 415 R pZACH-XdCreE, ¥ H 21
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b )5 LG 2 B 2 R B R GEBI4, 3R1G EH 35 1
XdCrtE 3235 &5 1 5 4 9 BE B bk GO4E. 3% R iR [H)
FERIITVESRAS — RIIAE -1 MR -2 P&
A R TRk GO4B. G041 Al GO4EBI, 1% 3
FIT 7 AN [F) 56 BT D B80T AR PR A 2

£ GEBI4 1 Pk i 36 7l 1 43 51 38 i — /> % DL
XdCrtE. SpCrtYB. BtCrtl. XdrtE-SpCrtYB-BtCrtl
5 3] GO4E. G04B. GO4I f1 GO4EBI B fk. i 4
B, B VURRBE R B-EHE b 277 S R 1 Ak
GEBI4 ¥4 firfi iy, f ™ & I ##k GO4B (1) p-
#NRPEEE T 21.32% (21.72 mg/g DCW), %
Hrifti 7 43.48% (309.49 mg/L). AW, H4hn p-i
B 3 OC B Wiy ik R 7 = T (k- N R A
HARIN T — 14 SpCrtYB ¥ UL i) T 41 1 & GO4B 1)
B-TAE D Z 7 R R P AR . AR AR o P A 1
BEEFAE T NGR 5 ¥ LB YO RS MR A
8O B il 35 IR R AT 22 e R AR A AT B, SRR
S5 AEREAML, HEE CrYB BE ER, ER o
M CrE W FXEESAEED, A, 4R DR
XdrtE. SpCrtYB. BtCrtl =™ FE [K #B & Wi 2 LK)
¥k GO4EBI Lt R 34— 4y SpCreYB ¥ UL i) T 41 1 ik
GO4B 1) p-tHE N ZH = &K, Crel A1 CreE $5 AL
WS T p-tAE MR E, EHEA TER
Pk G04B H T-Ja it — P s .
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Fig.5 Overexpression of HMGR and IDI on the production
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Fig.6 Overexpression of POS5 and ZWF1I on the
production of f-carotene
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